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Portland Harbor Community Advisory Group

Final Minutes for October 10, 2007 Meeting

Minutes by Jackie L. Calder

Present at meeting:

Neighborhood Associations:

Jim Robison
  jimrobison@aol.com
Vice Chairperson

Robin Plance
  rgplance@hotmail.com 

St. Johns Neighborhood      

  







Education and Outreach Chair 
Peter Laughingwolf wolf@lifeworks.ws
                         Cathedral Park Neighborhood,               



Webmaster
Jackie Calder           cleanriveroregon@yahoo.com      University Park Neighborhood



Secretary  


Darise Weller     
dweller972@comcast.net
Linnton Neighborhood         
Environment:

Business:

Steve Gunther
  stephenmgunther@yahoo.com Progressive Products and Services
At-Large:

Tom Chisolm
   o2boutdoors@yahoo.com
   Citizen        
Recreation:

Bill Egan

   503-286-7734
                            Oregon Bass and Panfish Club

Absent:

Environment:

Travis Williams
travis@willamette-riverkeeper.org
Willamette Riverkeeper
Jane Harris
 jane@oregon-health.org
Oregon Center for Environmental 

                                                                                                (OCEH), Evaluation Chair 

Business:

Bill Barrett
                barrettauto1@uswest.net
           Waterfront Org. of Oregon (WOO)  

 At Large:

Bill MacCauley
   503-253-2491


   Retired longshoreman

October 10, 2007

Jim Robinson opened the meeting at 6:08.

Sean Sheldrake from Environmental Protection Agency will be tonight’s speaker.

GASCO  

Sean Sheldrake: We are planning another Early Action for GASCO. 14 feet of tar will be removed from Gasco site. It still has 10-20 feet of tar in the water. The sediments at this site are very contaminated. EPA will request a follow up analysis from DEQ after the first of the year. The material that will be removed will be a combination of groundwater extraction wells and sediment.  The ground water is contaminated. One well has six feet of contamination. The adjacent property Wacher Siltronic has some serious contamination as well. 

John : 
How far does the contamination go downstream from Wacher to NW Moorings?

Sean Sheldrake:
SW corner at Siltronic declared contaminated. We will have a feasibility study to decide what needs to be done. Some tri level petroleum is present on the site.  There could remain chronic contaminated water at site after the dredging so precautionary procedures will be in place. We can only dredge so much from this site. We will need to build a substantial cap.  It needs a design that captures the effluent and confines it in the cap. 

Robin Plance: 
Could you please compare the sites of McCormick Baxter and GASCO?

Matt McClincy:  We are using a progressive schedule to overcome the upland contaminants. Another Early Action would need to include a larger area and project. 

Sean Sheldrake:  
The capping is very dependent upon upland completion. 

Jeanne Longley: 
Did the dredging create a larger problem in the river? (GASCO)

Sean Sheldrake:  
NO, in fact the tar was oozing continuously into the river and needed immediate attention.

Jan Secunda::  
Are you suggesting using an open clamshell?

Sean Sheldrake:  
Yes, it should work just fine. However, we will use a sheet pile wall instead of silk curtain. In the dredging world, the outlook is limited and there are only so many choices.

Jan Secunda:: 
What about the testing?  Are we changing with whom or how will do it?

Sean Sheldrake: 
We are considering an on-site lab to attend the dredging. It takes many resources, space, $, etc.  We will have to work on it. 

John: 
Is there a possibility of taking samples right at the time?

Sean Sheldrake: 
That is the plan at this time. But sometimes only on-site is not  numeric data but merely presence or non-presence.

Jan Secunda:: 
Are we going to recommend to the dredge operator to not dispersing the contamination all over?

Sean Sheldrake:  
Yes, we will work on that.

John: 
Is the contamination so deep that we cannot get under it?

Sean Sheldrake:  
It goes down below 30 feet. 

Bill Egan: 
If you see a problem happening, shouldn’t you be able to shut the operation down sooner.

Sean Sheldrake: 
There were no dead fish.

Bill Egan: 
But there were crawfish and other vertebrates that were seriously affected.

Sean Sheldrake: 
We still needed to remove that very problematic contamination and going forward was still the correct decision. But we will have to do better. 

Chris:  
You said you lacked decent baseline data but how do you know that it is better.

Sean Sheldrake:  
Now we do have better baseline data. 

Port of Portland’s T4

Sean Sheldrake:  
The cleanup proposal that the Port has put forth, the EPA is evaluating.  There were a number of questions raised and EPA is still looking at it. Questions: How much sediment should be dredged? How much should go into the CDF?  We will look

Jim McKenna: 
From the Port’s perspective, the Earlier the Early Action the better.  The Harbor wide risk assessment should be done late “08 to early ’09. We also need to get

John:  
Has the port considered cleaning up the slip? There cannot be a lining. 


What is the alternative to CDF?

Jim McKenna:  
When we did the EECA we looked at several options. The CDF typically is not lined. It should not be built until we have Harbor-wide information or what we built would not be correct to handle what we want it to handle.

Sean Sheldrake: 
Performance issues such as withstanding earthquakes has not been addressed. 

Still there are many questions and we must remain conservative on issues.  To analyze specific chemicals, we could look at Harbor wide average or go specifically point-by-point. We have been using point by point.  

Speaker from Audience: 
Has the CAG looked at other alternatives for the CDF? 

Jim Robison::
The CAG rejected the CDF.  A few other alternatives were presented.

Robin Plance:  
As the RI/FS moves on perhaps the technology would need to be changed or at least looked at. (A new remedy may be created or proved better.)

Sean Sheldrake: 
That is possible. There will also be another public comment period.

Jan Secunda::  
Will they listen to the public?

Robin: 
The action discussion for T4 was actually very transparent and a good example of open discussion.

Jan Secunda: 
Well, I understood that the public was against the CDF.

Sean Sheldrake: 
We will look at the problem and assess what would be best.

Chip Humphrey: The door is open for options, you could decontaminate some of the material going into the CDF. You could line the CDF. You could choose which contaminates goes in to the CDF.

Jim McKenna:   (LWG) Now the price tag sits at $70 million. But we will need to see if that $70 is well spent. If we could transport the contaminants at a lesser expense then we may need to look at that.

Bill Egan: 
     What about the redesign of the berm?

Jim McKenna:
We have looked at “The Modeling.” To check this, you set a model to test for various flood levels. Testing for that will supply information on whether or not there will be scour.

Arkema

Jim Robison:
We have looked the Early Actions and believe that only critical sites should be designated as “Early Action.”

Sean Sheldrake: 
Well, it is a very complex assessment and we must look at many issues before we change our procedures. The sites we have chosen certainly stand out as hotspots because of the contaminants that are leaking into the river.  GASCO is still a problem and needs attention.

Bill Egan: 
But GASCO is capped AND not so much of the a problem as ARKEMA. We should be addressing their problems.

Sean Sheldrake:  The intent is to dredge the contaminants. It has extreme contaminates such a bioaccumulates and other extreme problems, metal contaminants. 

Matt McClincy: We have been. 

Sean Sheldrake: Here is my email if anyone needs it.  

sheldrake.sean@epa.gov <sheldrake.sean@epa.gov>

Bill Egan : 
There are two docks that will need removal in order to treat the side. There are statutes that might prevent that process, for instance, there are statutes that say the owner has rights to stop the tearing out of the docks.

Sean Sheldrake:  
We have dealt with this type of situation before and there are methods to overcome the problem which may mean taking extra steps but we have our means.(Guido, the face-rearranger and cement boot expert.)

Jim Robison:   Since our agenda has been completed, we will close the meeting:  8:10 PM

