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Portland Harbor Community Advisory Group

January 14, 2008 Draft

Minutes by Jackie L. Calder
Present at meeting:

Jim Robison
    jimrobison@aol.com
Chairperson


Robin Plance
rgplance@hotmail.com 
Vice Chairperson, St. Johns   NA

              Education and Outreach Chair 
Jackie Calder              
cleanriveroregon@yahoo.com       Secretary, University Park NA

Darise Weller     
dweller972@comcast.net

Treasurer, Linnton NA

   At Large

Jan Secunda
tede@stephouse.net
Citizen

Environmental:

    Travis Williams
       travis@willametteriverkeeper.org
Willamette Riverkeeper


Absent:

   Education:

Trish Graf
pgraf02@hotmail.com

   
Portland State, PCC

At Large
Tom Chisolm             
o2boutdoors@yahoo.com
Citizen  

Recreational

Bill Egan
       
       fishcrappie@yahoo.com 

Oregon Bass and Panfish Club
January 14, 2009

Portland Harbor Source Control

Jim Robison asked for introductions.  

Jim Anderson was introduced as one of our presenters.

JIM ANDERSON

The Original study area was small from 3.5 to 9.2, now mile 1 To 11.1.

He gave an overview of MOU identifying roles and responsibilities.

In-water oversight—EPA

Upland oversight —DEQ

3 objectives

· Identify

· Establish project team

· Restore and Remediate

Source Control—

Original sites numbered 17, now there are over 50. 

Goals: 

· Identify contamination that may affect the river.

· Identify sources of contamination.

· Prevent further contamination.

Two actions are possible:

1. Removal

2. Remediation

3 Decisions

· Is there a source of contaminants? What is the source? 

· What measure is needed to control is needed?

· Has the control measure controlled the source?

All studies are then submitted to EPA.

Need to review map and ECSI.

Three Transport Pathways

· Take upland sources either water or sediment and test it for level of contamination. 

· SLV-screening level values.   The FS will develop exact screening levels to compare to. 

· Stormwater—The permits are not evaluating all contaminants.

· 1200bt does not analyze for PCB’s.

Eight high priority sites on handout.

16 are HIGH 

LOADING_-NOT NECESSARILY THE CONCENTRATION BUT CONCENTRATION, MASS AND TIME.

Jim Robison:  When will the Source Control be identified?

Jim Anderson: June—July—RI/FS.

Travis Williams:  Where was the hit of PCB’s from the downtown study?

Jim Anderson:  I think that was near Taylor Street, and will be presented by Matt or Karen. 

Interim Source

What is a interim source control? 

By example: At Gunderson, a pump and treat are running to try and treat the contamination now. 

It is an Interim Source Control Measure.

If these reveal additional sources then DEQ acts immediately.

MATT MC CLINCY
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OREGON STEEL MILLS

· Three Serious Concerns here

· Stormwater management and riverbank.

· Low-level PCB’s

· Fill on bank contaminated with PCB’s.

· Interim Solutions

· Last year rerouted stormwater into a pond, then add flocculent 

and filter out the contaminants.

· Other Problems:

· Bank is eroding and has PCB’s.

· Using removal action and stabilize the bank. 

· It is not a steep bank but need prevent further erosion. 

· One of the problems is the coordinating person has left.

· NOAA wants to install habitat restoration. 

· Some times those plants die. 

· So far area still does not have workable plan or an acceptable design.

· So looking forward, we will need to find a new person to follow up on the bank design. 

·  It needs a bio-installed set up that can offer an effective measure. 
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ARCO-BP

· Problems-

· floating free product, 

· contaminated ground water Need to remove contaminated sediment.

· Interim Solutions


· Installed vertical sheet pile wall

· Removed revetment and 13000 yds of sediment. Permit only analyzed turbidity. 

Darise Weller:  Will the downriver contaminated sites be addressed?

Matt McClincy: Eventually, we will.  He will find the answer and get back to us. 

Jim Robison: What tells us that there will be no leaching from under the wall?

Matt McClincy: Showed pictures of rigid inwater wall to protect the river.

Showed containment of polluted water. 

Wall went 80 feet deep. 

Now Temp wall still in place. Needs final grading

New plantings will be riverward of the seawall.
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   GASCO-SILTRONIC

· Problems 

· Had an underground storage tank that leaked. 

· Oil waste and tar under Siltronic left from GAS Co’ previous processing.

· Trying to control groundwater by extraction wells and treat it before it hits river

· Interim Solutions


· A treatment program has been started to do bioremediation. Used a change in   chemistry to resolve problem.  

· Also, a wall installed interrupts migration of heavy contaminate and also pump and treat for the heavy contaminates.  

Jan Secunda:  What happens to the treated water?

Matt McClincy:  Set up a NPDES permit to monitor the water quality. Wall might render vibration,   which would impact Siltronic Production and quality of products. 

Jan Secunda:     Eventually, what will be worked out for the restoration rather than having hard riprap?

Matt McClincy: We will see.

· Additional Problems


· High concentrations of DDT, solvent, have hex chromium.

·  Also made rocket fuel, so excess ammonium perchlorate that is highly soluble. It is under discussion and in the news. 

· An emerging contaminant:  Carbon electrodes produced furans and dioxins. 

· Interim Solutions Strategy: 

·  Stormwater outfalls –will abandon 3 of 4.

·  Storm water re routed back into and then treated.

· Or construct a new stormwater treatment with filters-charcoal, carbon.
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   ARKEMA

· Problems 

· Trying to contain groundwater that is highly contaminated. 

· Interim Solutions

· Ground water studies began.  Will make recommendation on type of wall and location.

Audience: How far has the water plume pushed toward downtown?

Matt McClincy: That is reverse of river flow so not too bad.

Darise:  Has Doan Creek been evaluated? 

Matt McClincy:  Yes

Jan Secunda: Is the Agent Orange production affecting ARKEMA?

Matt McClincy:  It is being evaluated now. 

KAREN TARNOW

(Stormwater Guru)

We (ODEQ) have developed Guidance for Stormwater, final version to be signed off. When finalized it will be on website. We will be willing to train on this issue.

The Working Stormwater list=125 sites

· Analyzed to decide if it was a significant concern.

· 25 sites ready to sign agreements---on radar screen but not processed.

· Some Sites that do not present a problem.

· We work with City on City Outfalls—30 City outfalls in Portland Harbor Study area.

· They too, identify sources of problems.  Are there outfalls that stand out as problems?

· But the stormwater path is like branches of a tree with a lot of branches.

DATA

· They been collecting data and in this season when there was water to evaluate. To analyze there has not been a SET of screening levels for “stormwater per se.”

· When seeing exceedances, we do look for the source. 

· Permits allow continued evaluation of the contaminants and also monitoring remains a priority.

Robin:  Have you found and included “orphan outfalls”?

Karen:  The LWG has researched this and the city has used boats to identify pipes that are not overtly owned.

Karen:  DEQ is looking at the 1200z permits to reassure what is analyzed is complete. Perhaps, they will exam Best Management Practices or checking the permit to see if it reviews all contaminants. They look at the outfall to see what the source of discovered contaminants by searching up the various branches and the source that has added a contaminant in one particular branch.

MSSS Municipal separated sewer system is the city permit. 

Jan:  Has the Green Street program been effective?

Karen:  That is pretty much through the city but it seems that they have been effective. 

KEITH JOHNSON;

Downtown Harbor analysis. Sediment Investigation.

Mapped out what was happening in the downtown areas.  

Call him for second slide of presentation

We looked at Ross Island to Steel Bridge. 

for the City of Portland

at Zidell, PGE, PPL, TRIMET, All paid for this study.

When collecting data, the process included the following:

· Did 100+ grabs

· Did core samples

· Looked at various sites.

· Looked out what sites could be contributing contaminants.

Goals:

· Find out what is coming out of the outfalls?

· Also, we wanted to know what was in the ambient contaminants?  PCB’s?

· Tried to determine an ambient concentration of contaminants in sediment. 

· Tried to determine what areas could be or have been a problem.

Problem areas

1. Lincoln Steam Plant—Where Breakwater is—Riverplace.

2. Zidell to put in sediment cap. 

3. Sellwood Condos

4. Trimet is building a bridge for bus, MAX, people No Cars

a) Took RM from mile 16.

What they found:

· PCB’s—Outfall by Hawthorne Bridge, 

· by the Taylor Electric Fire. 4-5 parts per million of aroclor. 

· Need to look at stormwater permits…

Are they addressing the right contaminants, but not sediment at all?

Final Report obtained through website.

To set up a date to do the actual report on this report.

Will send copies to St Johns library.
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