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Portland Harbor Community Advisory Group
                                 Minutes for January 9, 2008 Meeting
Minutes by Jackie L. Calder

Present at meeting:

Jim Robison
              jimrobison@aol.com

 Chairperson


Robin Plance 
 rgplance@hotmail.com 

 Vice Chairperson, St. Johns   NA

              Education and Outreach Chair 
Peter Laughingwolf   wolf@lifeworks.ws                            Webmaster, Cathedral Park NA          

Jackie Calder              cleanriveroregon@yahoo.com        Secretary, University Park NA

Darise Weller     
dweller972@comcast.net
Treasurer, Linnton Neighborhood         
   Education:


Trish Graf

pgraf02@hotmail.com

   Portland State, PCC

Business:

Steve Gunther
stephenmgunther@yahoo.com 
  Progressive Products and Services
Recreation:

Bill Egan

503-286-7734
                            Oregon Bass and Panfish Club

Absent:

Environment:

Travis Williams
travis@willamette-riverkeeper.org  Willamette Riverkeeper
Jane Harris                jane@oregon-health.org
   Oregon Center for Environmental 

                                                                                                    (OCEH), Evaluation Chair 

At Large:

Bill MacCauley
503-253-2491


   Retired longshoreman

Tom Chisolm             
 HYPERLINK "mailto:o2boutdoors@yahoo.com" 

o2boutdoors@yahoo.com

 
   Citizen        
***********************************
Agency Representatives

Judy Smith

smithjudy@epa.gov


    EPA

Adrienne Sperry
asperry@ci.portland.or.us

    River Plan, City of Portland—Planning

Rachel Wray

rachelwray@portofportland.com      Port of Portland 

Matt McClincy





    DEQ

 Jim Robison opened the meeting at 6:05. Introductions were held. 

*Steve Gunther declared that there exists a potential conflict of interest as Progressive Products & Services, LLC intends to sell products and services that are used in the Portland Harbor cleanup. 



Jim R.  I want to direct this meeting to talk more about long-term plans for the CAG and how we can approach future decisions regarding the Harbor.


Darise:  I did not receive the email to allow me access to the Washington Mutual account.


Jackie: I did amend the minutes to clarify that an election was held indicating Darise was the new treasurer for 2007-2008.



Robin: I move that Jackie be directed to send the amended minutes to WAMU.

 
Jim R:  I think we want February meeting to include Matt McClincy, to offer information regarding ARKEMA. 


Jim R: February meeting will be at Linnton Neighborhood center.


Steve: Clean Rivers Cooperative (is like the LWG) a group formed by the oil companies that hired NRC as a contractor to respond to HAZMAT spills in the Willamette River for several or all major oil companies who have tanks adjacent to the Willamette River.  Tim Archer is the contact person at NRC.  


Matt McClincy: We probably have or the state has a section that monitors oil spills or oil dispersement into the river. 


Jim R.  We already know our topic for tonight and February.
     Now let’s turn to addressing future topics and issues.  We need topics for discussion that will inform us and provide a pertinent discussion.  Who has some ideas or topics that you would like to see discussed?
New Presentation suggestions:

January—Create goals for the year 2008.

February—Todd Slater, Sean Sheldrake and Matt McClincy to discuss Arkema.

Public Forum



Robin:  Perhaps the public forum needs enough attention and organizing that it should be postponed until we can give organizing it due time to construct it well. 
Spill Response

Gunderson /Swan Island



Judy: T4-has been granted an abatement to continue working. 


Bill Egan:  What happened to cleaning the logical direction “from upriver to down” and from upland to the river so one?


Judy— What decides a priority? That’s a great question. 
Priority of Sites

Early Actions

ROD

EPA— What decides a priority? What is it makes it an early action. After the ROD, which sites will be first and why?



Bill E: The Early Actions are hurried and not as thorough. That is why they do it. Some of the sites are going forward without the urgency, while the urgent sites are allowed to 


Judy:  Early Action does not allow sites to be finalized with shortcuts. Round 2  Report indicated what is a priority and why. It might be time to return to that basic information that shows us what is considered important.



Steve: I propose the steering committee create questions for “the priority Presentation.”



Robin:  NP Greenway, River Renaissance gathering to decide what “Pearls” will receive


Tuesday at 5:00, 1900 SW Fourth will be discussing Pearls.



Steve:  I would like to see more discussion on Alternative Technologies. Both in-water and upland technologies. 



Jim R.:  Salmon Restoration would be a good presentation



Judy:  LWG put together a list in December of the technologies to be used. 



Matt:  The State has a collection of new technologies like at ARKEMA, they used a chemical to convert hexavalent chromium to a benign form.

1. 

Judy:  EPA has three major milestones this year: 

2. The Human Health Risk Assessment-“what the PHCAG thinks.” 
3. Ecological Risk Assessment 
4. The Draft Remedial Investigation will come out this year. Feasibility study will come in 2009.  



Bill Egan:  We would like to know what the results of the testing of the Sturgeon.



Steve:  We might want to hear from the tribes—current input.


Forum at University of Portland



Matt:   You will want to include the overall Source Control Strategy.



Bill E:  Some companies are discharging very hot water.  Why is the state allowing that?



Matt:  For that, you will need to contact the Water Quality Section.  


Jim R:  If we were going to cover Water Quality,  it would be good to include in TMDL’S.



Peter:  We should look at the effect of Global Warming upon the river, the salmon habitat.



Judy: We need to look at PRP search.



Steve:  I think we need to look at the Future of Recreation on the Willamette River.


TRUSTEES:  NOAA, TRIBES, US Fish and Wildlife, Oregon Fish and Wildlife.



Robin: We should invite the Department of Defense to give a presentation on their plans to rectify their contamination.



Peter:  I know we discuss this before but do we want to become stewards of the river as we suggested.   (“Eyes and ears of the river” idea.”)


Judy:  If you are going to look at alternative technologies, perhaps you might look at the standard remediation methods to learn why they are used or relied upon. It might be important to find out why the EPA and others continue to use dredging and capping.


Trish G:  We might want to look at and gain a better understanding of contaminants.



Judy: Perhaps that could be dealt with in a more palatable way by having a short presentation each meeting on one or two contaminants. Sometimes it can be a case of mego when spending hours on mind-numbing information that is somewhat repetitious. 


Jim R:  This type of information would be appropriate for the website. It would be good to pertinent resources as links within the website. 


Rachel Wray:  There is a RiverFest that the PHCAG will probably want to participate.  



Steve:  The Ecosystem Aesthetics.



Jim R: Now, we need to select topics for the next few months. 


March is open--Suggestions


River Plan


Stormwater as Source 


T4


Hotspots in the river—


Research contaminants


Judy-Tox facts at ATSDR


As it stands now we have enough to begin deciding on the order and dates for the topics selected.
  Feb—ARKEMA


Robin:  I suggest that we have the presentation about the River Plan from Adrienne from the planning commission if that works in her schedule. 



Adrienne:  Yes, that is possible. 



Jim R:  All those who agree that the River Plan be presented in March, signify with “aye.”



All agreed.
 
March—River Plan


Jim R:  I propose that we choose Hotspots and their priorities for April.  Members gave the consensus.
April—Hotspots/Priorities


Jim R: Just to finalize the agreed upon list for future topics:



January—Decide on Presentation Topics



February—ARKEMA-Sean Sheldrake, Todd Slater, Matt McClincy



March—River Plan-Adrienne Sperry, City Planning Commission



April—Hotspots/priorities—EPA, DEQ, LWG ?


Jim R: Jackie—Pull out list of potential topics that we have agreed upon here, list and email to all members.


Bill E: Let the steering committee to decide May, June etc. We should move the Public Forum forward to a date where we can be properly prepared.


(Informal nods of agreement.)



Jim R:  I declare this meeting adjourned. 

*Note:  A complete list of topics suggested at this meeting will be listed and emailed to all PHCAG members. 

Asides:
Note: Call Jim and remind him--

Linnton—across from “The Decoy.”

We need to add folks to the Listserv.

