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Portland Harbor Community Advisory Group

Minutes for May 14, 2008 Meeting

Minutes by Jackie L. Calder

Present at meeting:

Jim Robison
              jimrobison@aol.com

 Chairperson


Robin Plance

 rgplance@hotmail.com 

 Vice Chairperson, St. Johns   NA

              Education and Outreach Chair 
Jackie Calder              cleanriveroregon@yahoo.com        Secretary, University Park NA

Darise Weller     
dweller972@comcast.net
Treasurer, Linnton Neighborhood         
   Education:


Trish Graf

pgraf02@hotmail.com

   Portland State, PCC

Environment:

Recreation:

Bill Egan

503-754-1412 (temp)                           Oregon Bass and Panfish Club

Absent:

Business:

Steve Gunther
stephenmgunther@yahoo.com 
  Progressive Products and Services
Neighborhood Associations

Peter Laughingwolf   wolf@lifeworks.ws                            Webmaster, Cathedral Park NA  

Environment:

Jane Harris                jane@oregon-health.org   Oregon Center for Environmental Health

                                                                                                   (OCEH), Evaluation Chair 

Travis Williams
travis@willamette-riverkeeper.org  Willamette Riverkeeper
At Large:

Bill MacCauley
503-253-2491


   Retired longshoreman

Tom Chisolm             o2boutdoors@yahoo.com
 
   Citizen        

Agencies and Guests

Jennifer Sutter
503-229-6196



DEQ

Marcia Danab
503-229-6488



DEQ

Barbara J. Smith
206-343-4118



LWG

Carol Grant

503-352-2301



NW Pipe Co

Rachel Wray

503-944-7047



Port of Portland

Dave Koernecke
DK45704570@AOL.com




Kristine Koch
koch.kristine@epa.gov


EPA

Kelly Madaliaski
madalinski.kelly@epa.gov


EPA

Judy Smith

smith.judy@epa.gov


EPA

Dawn Sanders
dawns@bes.ci.portland.or.us

City of Portland

Jack Spadaro







AMEC

Jan Secunda

tede@stephouse.net

             Linnton N/A (503-453-4123)

Matt Mudge

matt-mudge@urscorp.com


URS

Tanja Djupedal
tanja@3dwiz.biz



Artist, Video et.al.

John C. Shaw
jshaw@pcc.edu



Linnton Environmental

May 14, 2008

Jim Robison opened the meeting with introductions. The DEQ has brought several folks to give presentations on Source Control, strategy and remediation.

Jim Anderson—DEQ

3 Types of Source Control

Does it have a path to the river?   What is the remedy?  What approach should be taken? Should we dig up the dirt?. Cap it?. Or, dig it up and haul it away? And of course,  DEQ wants EPA to sign off on the methods used before project starts. The main  site is about six miles. The order of business is to complete the investigation and proceed with the remedy.

(Jim shows DEQ Superfund map.) Explains that each of this colored site markers are linked to the ECSI website which explains each Superfund site, the contaminants and the progress made on correcting the problems. 

The DEQ is responsible for the upland contamination. We are evaluating contaminant pathways-in other words, water rolling overland. EPA AND DEQ have coordinated and established a source control strategy. We believe we have identified most effluents except stormwater.  Stormwater is a complete study in itself. To obtain more information about Stormwater, it is available on the DEQ website.

January Report is the most current thorough report and it is on the website. 

There are several major sites such as ARKEMA, GASCO and Siltronic—was part of GASCO site. All together, there are about 16 High Priority Sites. Also included are Gunderson, Exxon Mobil and others.

16 High Priority Sites

12 Medium Priority Sites—completed this year.

Upriver Source Control. 

The complete Superfund site includes River mile 1 to River mile 11, which is near the Fremont bridge. It really extends 11.8 miles, so perhaps closer to Broadway bridge.

There is also 1000 feet into Multnomah Channel that they have studied.

They have also looked at and studied Upriver Reach to the Oregon City Falls. River mile 26. What they discovered was that from Ross Island to OC Falls; it’s pretty clean.

Bill Egan:  I see a problem with turbidity from Ross Island project.  

Jim Anderson: But he problem is that the water quality monitors found that Ross Island has not yet exceeded their permit level.

City, DEQ and others will conduct a sediment assessment to see if it poses a risk or not.

Collecting 70 samples from each sample station.   Will also take samples from boat but mostly near outfalls.

CHALLENGES—Paying for the Study

City paying for study, Zidell is paying for some.    

Stormwater

Upriver source control—should be in good shape.

· Source control triggers & performance standards-We will be checking those.

· Loading-how much sediment is moving into the Harbor. 

· Schedule—Working with the resources that DEQ has.

Bill Egan: Jim, do you think you have located all of the outfalls that need studied.  

Jim Anderson:  Yes, all of the major ones.

Robin Plance:  Do you have a map for the outfalls?

DEQ Lady:  We have been mapping for ten years. 

Matt McClincy—NWR Cleanup

Evraz-Oregon Steel Mill: Does not lend itself to paving or covering. 

Using a swales system to correct part of the problem, in the northern part of the site. The PRP is using a end of pipe approach. They do treat the water before it goes into river.  It has low-level PCB’s.  Also they have a holding pond that can withstand a one hundred year flood.

Bill Egan:  Does that facility dump into the river constantly? 

Matt:  Most of their production is stainless steel.

Bill Egan:  Is there an allowance for higher temperatures coming out of their outfall?

Matt: It has a bank problem.  Riprap not a good choice for remediation. We are considering an aggressive removal action.  Goal is to get it set up by summer.

Schnitzer Industrial Park: It had shipbuilding, lots of stuff look up.

It is a dirty, dusty operation.  They have tried sand filtration for their stormwater. We do not have a lot of data from here.  Highest count of PCB’s of all the sites. A lot might come from crushing cars. They have purchased a new shredder that is worth millions that should do a bang-up job. 

Bill: Are they a cooperative PRP?

Jim: Eh not the best not the worst.

Bill Egan:  To keep the dust down, they are spraying water on it. But that puts it right into groundwater-stormwater.  Also, they are cutting metal in a place that is over the water. Isn’t there a law?

GASCO-/Siltronic

We are building a 600 ft retaining wall.  We are also going to set up a pump and treat to handle the water that is not retained by the wall. Most of the contaminants are oils, solvents and cyanide. Also the dinapl that is lower level. It too will be pump and treat using carbon filters.  They also have a triethleenchloring?. They will use biodegraders—bugs to process this.

ARKEMA

They are building the barrier wall. They have several method to treat pesticides. Currently they still have some outfalls that are stormwater. They need to set up a stormwater strategy. They need to design a wall. 

GUNDERSON

They have a groundwater plume. It goes under the Lakeside property. There was a Texaco-Shell facility, which had a leak. They have cleaned that up. They will tackle low-level PCB’s. They are working on stormwater solutions.  There is also a place where Schnitzer did shipbreaking. 

Bill Egan:  Wasn’t that a creek that flowed through their area?

Matt:  Yes, historically, that is what it was.

KAREN TARNOW—Portland Harbor Stormwater Coordinator

In this Harbor, stormwater is being thoroughly studied.

What are the contaminants?

What are the pathways?

What are the methods of remediation?

Because the FS has not been completed, we do not have a method to approach treatment.

There are about 300 pipes that flow into the river.  Forest park stormwater flows under the highways and then into the river. But there also is residential areas contributing.

Robin Plance:  How many of those 300 outfalls hold NPDES permits?

Karen: It’s hard to say but maybe one-half of the 300.

Nature and Magnitude of Impacts

They are analyzing what level of contaminants that will affect the ecosystem. Compare copper levels from industry to residential. Parts of the sites have a high probability of contaminants. Also look at those sites anticipated to not have as much coi. Last year, a series of samplings were taken. Used equipment for some sampling. Some were just grab samples. They are using a composite because of the variance between early storm water flow and middle and late flow, which would be more dilute.

Used another type of equipment to measure sediment level. Sediment trap data is gathered and now ready to analyze. 

STORMWATER SOURCE CONTROL

Some sites are obvious. 

Our goal is to find the omitted significant sources. To find locations of elevated coi.

Technique:  Collect sediment sample from sedentary pipes.  Then go upstream in that pipe to see where the contaminants originate. 

DEQ has been working on Outfall 18 that is located in the industrial area. It has a lot of unknowns. The state does not always have access to areas to obtain the data (private property). But we still look for potential areas of concern i.e. where there has been spill or a chemical has been in use in the past.  Look for the exceptions that standout. 

DEQ has put together a GUIDANCE PACKET.

There are 90 facilities that have a General Stormwater Permit. After the study, DEQ will decide if those permits still apply or do they need to distinguish various kinds of permits. 

In the Slough, DEQ will expand the permits to cover more facilities as needed.

Jim Robison: Are you testing any flow from roads? They are also sampling effluents affected by roads.

Jim Robison: We would like to thank our presenters tonight. I believe we all have learned new information. It is time to adjourn

