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Jim Robison welcomed everyone to the PHCAG meeting.  He noted that our new PHCAG website is www.portlandhaborcag.info.

Judy Smith announced that there would be public feedback on Triangle Park site. See Judy for further details.
Jim Anderson announced that ARCO BP is now working on on-shore repairs.
Jim Robison introduced the special guest and tonight’s speaker: Chet Orloff,  a professor at PSU, past State Historian, previous Head of Oregon Historical Society.
Chet Orloff, Ph.D

I will review back to prehistory. Perhaps back to 8000 BC. The Willamette was an obviously fished by natives . The culture that fished the Columbia goes back 10,000 years. The trade network was quite established early along the banks at Celilo so even before cities existed along the banks of the river. A great variety of goods were coming from the east coast and from the Orient to the Oregon Territory. Captain Robert Grey ventured to the Columbia and began to explore the mouth. He names the river the Columbia after his ship. Grey establishes fur trade in Oregon with China and London. This occurred in the early 19th century. 
When Lewis and Clark went by the Willamette mouth because of weather and islands. Clarks guide was a Multnomah Indian from Sauvie Island or Multnomah Island. Clark guessed that the Harbor was large enough to accommodate 50,000 people, which is a large city for those times.  The English and Hudson’s Bay Company establish a post at Fort Vancouver, which is across from the mouth of the Willamette.  By the 1830’s, Portland was established and under the realm of John McLoughlin. The west side of the river is settled first. In 1840, the people worried about property ownership. Overton and Lovejoy go up the river from Oregon City where the provisional government was established. Overton sold his township to Petty grove hence the coin toss naming Portland. City-dwellers and then later farmers created croplands to serve the population established Portland. Establishes a place to make a dock and store in order to ship wheat from the southern area, Salem, Eugene etc. 

Towns were established where goods were loaded  onto ships. The wheat is loaded and then sent to China where the profit is lucrative. So then it was no longer as efficient to go via  Europe and around the horn. The ships also took cans of salmon which began in the 1850’s. 

From the 1860’s the Willamette was used from recreation. The drawings made at the time were marketing tool emphasizing river, field and farm. Tanner creek begins in Beaverton near Canyon Road and ends in NW near Centennial Mills. In 1870’s and 1880’s, the federal Treasurer builds a large building in NW. But the railroad had arrived. So products became overland mobile and the businesses were not so dependent on shipping.  Burton arrived and brought cast iron, which changes the face of Portland. By the 1880’s, larger ships come up the Willamette but the ships begin to bottom out. So the businessmen go to the City Council requesting “dredging” to deepen the river channel. In1891, this begins the era of heavy shipping because of the dredging. 

Examining the photo there is a lot of steam, smoke, changing the air content to heavy pollution. It made the river, smelly, noisy, and dirty—truly an industrial river. Simon Benson invented a log raft for moving timber down the river. Also, he would make rafts large enough to move entire log mills.

Docks on the river were two and three stories high but by 1890 the wood was rotting. Floods would bring dead animals and the river stench.  When visitors were brought to Portland the river area was avoided. 

In 1905-6, the Lewis and Clark exposition was established and attracts over 1,000,000 people but also brings economic increase. From 1905-1915, the population increases tremendously. Portland City Council brought Bennett out who designed Portland like Paris with large avenues.

He also wanted to move Swan Island to the West Side. But the city wanted a deeper channel for shipping also there was not enough money to build Swan Island connecting to the West side.

The St Johns Bridge built in the 1920’s but the airport was moved to East Portland because of the danger of planes running into the St Johns Bridge.
Then, the Waterfront was built with 18-foot thick walls. From the 1929 to 1939, not much change in the city. Some buildings were torn down but not many built due to depression. 

US elected to build large ships, freighters, and Liberty ships. Henry Kaiser who was associated with the Hoover Dam and the other dams. So Henry builds large shipyards in Vancouver. 

Swan Island becomes the industrial area where from the South end where parts of the ship are constructed with cranes moving larger and larger sections toward the North end where it is assembled and then taken to Vancouver where the top is completed and then launch to the sea.

Robert Moses comes from New York and creates a plan for schools, docks, roads, parks, etc. The shipbuilding was nearing its end with the war ending. Moses thought the freeway should be on 12th Avenue not where I-5 was finally built.. Also, the dock buildings he would have pushed towards the mouth of the river.

In the 1960’s, Swan Island became a ship repair and dock.
Jim Robison: What era did the pollution become apparent? 
Dr. Orloff: In the 1930’s the loggers would not work on the logs in the river because the sewage was so obnoxious. David Charleton led the charge to clean up the river. In 1945, the river was at its most polluted level that it had ever been but then an effort was made to clean it up in the 1950’s. Then in the 1960’s Tom McCall made a tremendous effort to clean up the Willamette and the National Geographic published the story of “A River Returned”.
Jim Robison:  We thank our guest speaker and you all are welcome to stay and discuss but officially the meeting is adjourned. 
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