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estewards.com –Peter DuFur
Jim Robison opened the meeting at 6:00pm. Jim asked that all folks to make introductions.
Jim Anderson: Source Control Milestone report is available online at the DEQ website. At ARCO we are doing sediment removal, replaced seawall, worked on tiebacks to support the wall structural. Also doing sand removal. Trying to make the October close of Fish window.  Chevron is reconfiguring their tanks and will remove soil. 
Jan Secunda: Will ARCO do some capping?

Jim Anderson: Yes from the seawall into the river.
Jim McKenna: The Port of Portland—Completed T4, bank stabilization on Wheeler Bay, also removed sediment in T3.

· Travis Williams:  Introduced Peter DeFur as the new Technical Advisor under the TAG grant. As Executive Director of Willamette Riverkeeper, he invited all to a group paddle reviewing the Superfund site.
Jim Robison asked the guest speakers to begin their presentation.

Erin Madden from Nez Perce, Chair of NRDA 

Megan Calahan Grant with NOAA restoration center.

Natural Resource Damage Assessment process
Erin Madden from Nez Perce, Chair of NRDA
· Our objective is to ascertain what part CERCLA liability, clean up and natural resource injury has occurred at the Portland Harbor Superfund site.
· The NRDA Trustees have their own approach to establishing that premise.

· There are 2 aspects to the NRDA approach:
· CERCLA REMEDY addresses the clean up liability and then

·  the response cost associated with the releases.

NRDA is proactive in nature.
Damage assessment is not addressed. The bottomline is that NRDA seeks to make the public whole.” The public must be compensated for lost use of the river. One goal is to restore resources to baseline conditions and to restore those areas of habitat being impacted. (A discussion regarding the actual date of the baseline conditions took place whether to use CERCLA date in 1980 or another.)
For the Portland Harbor site there are 9 Trustees.
FOCUS AREAS
The species where the study has been directed are fish-several varieties including sturgeon, and lamprey, especially around Willamette Falls. Birds are included as well as habitat for the species.
Also the study includes changes or degradation of the river in terms of human uses such as: fishing, cultural and plants (wapato), turtles, and other recreational uses that would have been used if it not for the contamination.

The Dept of Interior guides the studies.
1. But NRDA wants to resolve issues early. It would be best to work on restoration in parallel with the RI/FS in case coordination could be worked out.

2. There are several questions that need to be the focus of the work.
3. Ask what problems need to be addressed. 
4. Determine methods of information gathering for fish, fish tissue and incorporate data from the LWG’s study. 
5. Determine what contaminant did what damage. 
6. Some studies have been selected and are in progress such as:
Osprey egg study
Salmon study—genetic studies

Lamprey study-ammocoetes-what impact the sediment has upon the ammocoetes. 
Lab Study. Studies cover coastal areas and rivers including:  Celeste, Nestucca, and Trask. They are in the process of designing the study and establishing the underlying concepts.

Bill Egan: What shape are the lampreys in now. At Bonneville, the numbers are down. Very few studies have been done so there is modest amount of information is known about them. Numbers have been declining for several years.  

Bill Egan: The number of lamprey is low at Willamette Falls as well. 

The numbers are low in the Harbor. Very little is known about spawning of the Lamprey. Stan Vanderwater would know answers. Lampreys are mostly in the tributaries and not as stationary in the main stem of rivers.  Lamprey are in Johnson and Tryon Creek. 

NRDA Rep: We are taking those studies and quantifying the damage to determine the needs and cost.  Trustees must have good data to ask for appropriate funds and supplies to restore. 

Erin Madden: They must be defensible numbers to require compensation.

Osprey Study:  Eggs have been collected to determine level of contamination. 

PHASE I

Our first aim is to hire a case manager.
Public involvement—engage public and CAG and are creating a website that will include feedback. There will be lots of participating parties for which we are grateful. 

Peter Dufur—When will there be public involvement?

Erin Madden: Immediately, once the case manager is hired and the research steps have been completed. 

Audience question:  Can a  citizen object or file a complaint regarding the choice of methods or contractor for restoration?

Erin Madden: Under Cercla it is difficult for a citizen to have the legal momentum to contend with that aspect of the Superfund process. A PRP can approach or contend the method of restoration.
RESTORATION PLANNING

Every day the river goes unrestored, it is assumed to decline. 

We are looking at initial restoration opportunities.

Bill Egan: In many ways, it is difficult to determine degradation of the migratory fish or to prove it.

Erin Madden: That is what the RI/FS establishes are the type and the nature of the contaminant affecting the species. Granted, some projects will have high quality benefits and some will not. 

To establish Target species: We ask which species are potentially affected by the contamination.

Trying to address actual restoration, not just window dressing.

Audience question: What are the social constraints?
Social Constraints Criteria—Those things preventing the Trustees from doing restoration.

Audience question: What area of the Harbor area will NRDA concentrate on?
Erin Madden: We will be addressing designated Harbor area but will add more area later depending upon what is needed and what is feasible to respond to.  One main goal to address situation before further development prevents access or availability.

Audience question: Whom will NRDA work with once the restoration begins?
Erin Madden: Trustees will definitely work with the City and others of course. But then we will come back with a more detailed plan.

Jim Robison:  We are hoping to restore the T4 and would you consider it?

Erin Madden: Opportunities are limited and the CDF is almost assured. 
Travis Williams: When do we establish a timeline for determining injury? CERCLA was established in the 1980s.  But we would like to restore to as good a quality as possibility. 

Peter DuFur:  T4 can be realistic to be restored. 

Are there no shellfish that are being addressed?  

Not really. There are no shellfish in the Portland Harbor.

Jim McKenna:  There actually are possible areas to restore T4 or Wheeler Bay. 

Trustees will also try to get restoration with remediation if possible. 

There are species of mussels that are native but a very small population.

Jim Robison: What is the possibility of inserting large wood to assist salmonids and other species?
Erin Madden: But there is human safety that needs to be careful about.

Bill Egan:  On the other side of the railroad track, there is problem area that needs cleaned up. Will it be possible to include that in restoration?
Erin Madden: Probably, we just need that information turned in so it can be evaluated. 

Bill Egan: I need a list of places that you suggested to restore.

Meghan:  The group (NRDA) wants to ensure that restoration is not done in a “Hotspot” where it would require continuous restoration.
Bill Egan:  Sturgeon are showing anomalies, deformities, gill plates and now feed on sediment with clams and other food. There are other species that once inhabited the Harbor, is there a possibility to try to return those species to the Harbor?
Jim Robison: At one time, there were also lizards that were native in the Harbor. 

Bill E:  We want to know the quality of the sturgeon that we are eating.  
Nancy: That we will have to look into. We have been researching an array of salmonids and what were characteristic species for the Harbor.  We found that there are salmonids throughout the winter. In past there was more Coho salmon. Our hope is to increase Coho population. 

Travis:  While the salmon does not spend a lot of time in the Harbor, we need to look at it from the perspective from what is being done in the Remedial Investigations. It is a very broad scope and should include an a review an important species.

Jim Robison:  What can be done about restoring small areas such as Sturgeon Lake on Sauvie Island.

Meghan:  We have been working with a lot of small groups that took initiative to do restoration such as WMK on Rinearson Creek. We cannot address all problems but we can do habitat restoration.

Peter Dufur: What about restoring the problem created by chemicals?

Erin Madden: Yes, it is possible to do restoration after an area has had chemical contamination.  There are some folks from Colorado who can address these issues and that NRDA has used before. They are busy but perhaps they could come and address the PHCAG.
Meeting adjourned by Jim Robison at 8:40
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