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September 10, 2008

Jim Robison opened the meeting promptly at 6:00pm. Jim invited everyone to introduce themselves. 

Judy Smith introduced Kristine Koch who will present the PRP Search Presentation. She is from EPA.

· 
Kristine Koch

· Portland Harbor was listed as Superfund site in December of 2000.  Six Indian tribes participate. 

· 300 outfalls within the site, 26 are city of Portland.

Search for PRP’s.

Initially the candidates were notified of potential liability for the Superfund site. EPA conducts search for PRP’s. In the beginning, LWG did work with EPA for a record search in an early effort to find all PRP’s. Members of LWG are working on additional research but the LWG as a whole no longer is assisting in the PRP search.
While the EPA searches they will look at many sites but some may not be drafted as a PRP. If a company should be a PRP but is defunct is called an orphan site. 

Showing a map with a green line that are included potential PRP’s saying even if a company is some distance from the river it still may have an effluent that reaches the river and contaminates it.

 

 

Historically, businesses may have contributed to site contamination. Total number of PRP’s is 79 who may either pay for work and not hire contractors or whatever they negotiate with the other PRPs. Letters (104e) were sent to multiple PRP’s. Occasionally, letters are returned to the PRP due to errors such as: sent incorrect information to the EPA or not submitted in the designated format requested by the EPA. 

At this time, the EPA still needs to hear from 32 GNLs (General Notice) Letters, 60 non-GNLs and 6 Port of Portland requests. All are due by the March of 2009. These may take longer because of additional information required. Sixty letter recipients have not responded properly and are in line for the beginning legal action.

Several Federal properties have responded. 

Before Plan (ROD) the PRP search must be completed. (2Years).

Audience Question: When will be the final time for public to have PRP search info?

Kristine Koch: We will send another batch of letters to the PRP’s in December.

Karen Tarnow: How do you decide who is liable?

Christine: We have criteria that we use during the reviews. 

Audience member: How will PRP’s know if they are off the hook?  At the completion of the reviews?

Kristine Koch: They will not receive additional letters. 

Audience member: When is the ROD, Record of Decision?

Chip Humphrey: Approximately in 2010. 

Darise Weller: How do you know if the parties are telling the truth?

Kristine Koch:Parties must sign a letter of declaration that verifies that what information that they submit is truthful and accurate information.  

Robin Plance: How would a PrePurchase Agreement from a new owner apply in this case?

Kristine Koch:The parties that own the property at time of release not the current purchaser would be liable. But, the new property owner must give assurances that the contamination will not continue.  The Pre-Purchase Agreement is where new owner sits down with EPA to determine what procedures need to be completed for the new owner to be released from liability.

Kristine Koch:The PRPs as a group agree to each member’s portion of the TOTAL LIABILITY. The EPA does not sit down with 250 PRPs or the proper number of PRPs and negotiate with each one. It does designate who is exactly who is responsible and the “work” that must be performed as a remediation. The owners can hire one or several approved contractors to perform the work or can agree to pay a portion of the cost of the contractors charge. There can be negotiations on whether they prepare “work” or pay a dollar amount toward the final cleanup. 

Audience member: Who can be hired to perform this work?

Kristine Koch: Part of the “good faith offer” (between the EPA and the PRPs) is the proper selection of contractors. There will be a few qualified contractors not 200+ contractors (one from every PRP).

Chip Humphrey:  Also a remediation method can be adapted if EPA considers it comparable or the PRP suggests a better method and it is approved. 

Audience Member:  Are there PRPs that have not cooperated and are realizing the results.

Kristine Koch: Yes, There are 8 official parties designated as responsible but not complying. If one PRP does not want to participate, then that is their choice and there will be legal ramifications and legal fees for those who choose not to cooperate. 

Chip: Also, they will not be covered by the “Covenants”, which are documents that release them from liability. The liability could be imposed at a later time.

Jim Robison: At this time if there are no further questions, we will adjourn the meeting. Or if there are only a few questions, then we will take a few more.

Jan Secunda:  How much weight will the public influence carry towards the final plan?

Chip Humphreys: That will depend on the conclusions drawn at the end of the study and the nature of the input that the PHCAG gives.

Audience Member:  When will the exact Disposal Sites be determined?

Chip Humphrey: During the Feasibility Study. 

Judy Smith:  Just so you are aware, the information in this meeting is presented through the auspices of the Portland Harbor Community Advisory Group who  are a part of the EPA Public Outreach Program. They are volunteers and meet every second Wednesday at this location. 

Jim Robison:  Everyone here is welcome to attend our regular meetings and the schedule of presentations are—For October—The Six Tribes with NOAA offer their perspective. November will be Road to the Rod or year-end conclusions given by the EPA, Chip Humphrey.

Chip Humphrey:  We believe that December would be a more appropriate time. Do you concur Jim?

Jim  McKenna:  Yes, I do.

Jim Robison: That means that November will be History of the Pollution of the Willamette with Chet Orloff as the speaker. 
Jackie Calder: Chet Orloff is Adjunct Professor, Urban Studies and Planning, PSU,

Principal, Oregon History Works, and President, Museum of the City,  and Director Emeritus, Oregon Historical Society

 Jim Robison:  Thanks everyone for coming and especially our speaker Kristine Koch from EPA. The meeting is adjourned. 

